
MEMBER COUNTRY PROFILE - DENMARK 

Country: Denmark 

Organisation: Danish Working Environment Authority (DWEA)  

Regime Scope: The Danish Working Environment Authority is an agency under 
the Ministry of Employment. The Danish Working Environment 
Authority is the authority which contributes to the creation of safe 
and sound working conditions at Danish workplaces. This is done 
by 

 Carrying out inspections of companies 
 Drawing up rules on health and safety at work 
 Providing information on health and safety at work. 

 

Administering 
Agency 
/Arrangements: 

The Danish Working Environment Authority is an authority under 
the Ministry of Employment. 

 

Legislation Type: Acts and Regulations on health and safety on offshore 
installations and exploration and exploitation of the subsoil.  

Extent Of 
Government 
Approval: 

DWEA requires duty holders to apply for permit to commence and 
carry out various petroleum industrial activities/operations 
specified by requirements of the acts and regulations. 

 

Nature of Duties 
Imposed: 

Primarily goal setting legislation which sets required standards 
and objectives to be achieved by duty holders for the continued 
safe operation of their installations, and to ensure a healthy and 
safe working environment. The requirements are extensively 
substantiated by referencing recognized national and international 
standards. Verification of compliance is to a certain extent made 
by independent competent bodies. 

 

Physical Objects in 
the Regime: 

Offshore installations and onshore facilities. These include 
exploration and production installations, including FPSO's, 
MODU's, flotels, subsea arrangements, wells, pipelines and 
offshore processing plants. 

 

Assurance 
Mechanisms: 

The DWEA assures that the industry is adhering to statutory 
regulations by conducting inspections, and by - if necessary - 
employing its delegated regulatory powers. 

 

Financial Basis: Government general budget allocation. Expenses related to 
inspections and permitting, such as staff's working hours and 
travel expenses, are reimbursed by the duty holders in 

 



accordance with rates set by the government. 

Environmental 
Regulation 
Responsibilities: 

Although the Danish Working Environment Authority (DWEA) is 
responsible for assessing the integrity and safety of offshore 
installations in Denmark via the health and safety regulations, the 
Danish Environmental Protection Agency (DEPA) under the 
Ministry of Environment is responsible for developing the 
environmental regulatory framework for the DKCS. DEPA 
administers and ensures compliance with the environmental 
regime in relation to offshore oil and gas exploration and 
production and decommissioning. This includes the approval of 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plans. 

 

Oil Spill Response: The implementation of any counter pollution measures deployed 
to minimize the pollution incident is the responsibility of the 
operator and overviewed by DEPA. 

 

Transparency: The oil and gas part of DWEA's website is the most informative 
source of information about the regulatory system and activities. 
Almost everything DWEA does as a regulator is duly accounted 
for here. 

Some of the postings are also published in English. 

 

Research  The National Research Centre for the Working Environment 
(NRCWE; http://www.arbejdsmiljoforskning.dk/en) is a national 
research institute under the Danish Ministry of Employment. 

NRCWE’s mission is to carry out research activities at the highest 
international level in order to 

         provide consultancy services within the 
institute’s core areas; 

         communicate research-based knowledge to 
workplaces, authorities, the social partners and health 
& safety consultants; 

         participate in the training of researchers and 
educational activities at the universities within its core 
areas; 

         perform tasks for the authorities; 

         perform development work that has a clear 
social mission. 
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